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USDC VENDOR FAIR AT CITY CREEK MAY 15TH 2013 
 

EMPOWERING YOUR BUSINESS TO CONNECT… 

It all started as a beautiful day on May 15th, 
just the picture perfect day you would want 
for any successful event at no other venue as 
the Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development (GOED) in the World Trade 
Center building in City Creek. The nice 
weather may have had something to do with 
it; most USDC associate members who asked 
for vendor space at the fair arrived on-time 
and registered at the front desk. In no time 
they had setup on the main balcony of the 
office with gorgeous views of the Capital 
building.  

This year’s vendor fair was very well 
attended. The USDC Associates interacted 
with buyers from several governmental and 
corporate businesses in the Salt Lake area 
and beyond. Several of these buyers came 
from organizations like, ATK, Hill Air Force 
Base, State of Utah, University of Utah, 
Goldman Sachs, Salt Lake County, Canyon 
School District, The LDS Church, UDOT, 
Utah State University, DLA-Aviation, Provo 
School District and many others. These 
buyers came to do business and provided 
important purchasing information and 
forecasts. Our Associate members cover 
various industries including construction, 
manufacturing, office supplies, automotive, 
computers and many more. Most of the 

Associate members were excited they could 
come and enjoy the one-on-one attention 
they got from major buyers. The go-getters 
were even able to get a deal or make their 
next appointment with a buyer. 

It was fun all over. The mood was friendly as 
always and there was lots of food and drinks. 
Another dynamic at the vendor fair was that 
among the associate members there was a 
lot of “good chatter” and good Karma. You 
could hear a lot of business discussion and 
leads being passed around. What an intimate 
vendor fair… there were even hugs and 
kisses!  

The final count indicated that there were 
over 100 participants at the fair. Those who 
attended were very satisfied and they 
indicated that they will attend again. For 
those who missed out or took a rain-check 
you can plan for next year’s vendor fair 
because the word on the street is that USDC 
is going to blow your sock off! 

USDC is most grateful to Chuck Spence and 
the folks at the Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development for being such 
gracious hosts to the Vendor Fair now in its 
second year. 

 

Talking about business 
Sabina Zunguze President of Basa Body discussing her 
non-toxic body care products from Africa with visitors at 
her booth. 

 

 

Seeing is believing… 
When you can show and tell your prospective buyer the 
value you bring to them, that can make a big difference. 

 

USDC Vendor Fair … Who said 
business can’t be fun. 
by [Article Author] 
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On May 22
nd

 a select few of 33  small 
business owners graduated from the first 
classes of the Goldman Sachs Small Business 
Program. The Union Pacific main hall was 
packed with over 400 people including family 
members and employees of the graduates as 
well as government and corporate 
personalities from the valley. USDC’s own 
Laura Thackeray was among this graduating 
class. 

The 33 business owners who graduated were 
selected out of 103 applicants to the 
program. They represent several industries 
including manufacturing, healthcare, 
transportation, design, construction, 
pharmaceutical, retail and human resources. 
These participants received over 100 hours of 
business instruction and one-on-one 
guidance. Out of the class of 33, it’s great to 
note that there were 17 women-owned 
businesses, making this class the first with 
the largest group of women-owned that have 
participated in a single cohort across the 
program. The graduates for the Salt Lake 
City Program of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 
Small Business attest to the fact they had 

received one of the best business trainings 
they could ever get, and this is opening doors 
to many possibilities and growth. During the 
breath and length of the program the 33 
companies were able to create 80 new jobs. 
Through the team building module of the 
program strong business networks and 
support had been formed. 

Dr. Cynthia Bioteau, president of Salt Lake 
Community College expressed her high 
regards for Goldman Sachs hosting the 
program on the campus in Sandy. Goldman 
Sachs launched 10,000 Small Businesses in 
Salt Lake City in July 2012 in partnership with 
the Governor’s Office of Economic 

Development and committed $15 million for 
small business loans, business education and 
grants for supporting community partners.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

You can  reach the Salt Lake City 

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Business by email at 

10ksb@slcc.edu or phone at 801-

957-5255 

http://www.slcc10ksb.com/more-
information 

 

 

Laura Thackeray a recent graduate of the 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 small business 
program is the owner of BRPI Mechanical, a 
woman-owned small business. Laura’s 
company has seen a very successful year in 
the plumbing business and currently has 
projects over $1 million.  

Here is what Laura wants prospective USDC 
members to know: “I joined USDC a year and 
a half ago. I really enjoyed the meetings. The 
USDC had some very interesting speakers. I 
really liked the people in the group. They 
were willing to truly help you with your 
needs.” She actually quit one local chamber 
and connected with USDC. This is Laura’s 
point of view on USDC, “They cannot always 
force a government entity to make a 
purchase from you. They do however have 
the power to refer you to someone that 

might need your services. Two months ago I 
did get a referral from one of those 
purchasing agents. It wasn’t one that would 
purchase my service but she had referred my 
name to someone who needed my services. I 
got a purchase order for over $35,000 from 
the University of Utah. I did of course have to 
bid this. I am now on their list to bid any 
services that is in our field to them. I did meet 
this purchasing agent at a meeting once. But 
without this other agent referring me over 
this might not have taken place. Yes they get 
a ton of people wanting to sell to them. They 
have to get to know you and know that they 
can trust you and form a relationship with 
that person. I never thought relationships 
and trust were so important but they are. 
They have to know that you know what you 
are doing and do it at a fair price.”  

Goldman Sachs 10k 

Small Business…Salt 

Lake City Graduation 
 

An Associate Member’s View 
 USDC is happy to feature Laura Thackeray of BRPI Mechanical. 

 

mailto:10ksb@slcc.edu
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NETWORKING FOR SUCCESS 

 

Volunteers with a mission… 
The USDC Board is made up of very dedicated members 
who come from government and large Utah companies 
with a goal to support small women-owned, minority-
owned, veteran and service disabled veteran business. 

 

Kam C. Gardner Supply Chain Center 
On August 15

th
 USDC members will be meeting at 

the Intermountain Healthcare state of the art 
supply chain center in Midvale. 

SOME  FACTS  ON INTERMOUNTAIN 
HEALTHCARE 
 

  

$1,297,500,000 
2012 medical supplies and services 

  

22 hospitals and 
over 185 clinics 
IHC is recognized as one of the nation's top 
integrated health systems. 

NEWSLETTER PHOTO CREDITS 

All pictures shown in this issue of the 
vendor fair were photographed by Andrew 

Gillman, Marketing Coordinator at the 
Governor’s Office Of Economic 

Development. 
 

 

 

 

Intermountain Healthcare is at the cutting 
edge of supply chain management and 
strategic sourcing. As a premier 
healthcare system in Utah they reach out 
to the small businesses in the state. In 
April the USDC board was given a tour of 
their new supply chain center in Midvale. 
Daniela Brinzei, the Intermountain 
Healthcare representative on the USDC 
board gave the board members a tour of 
the facility which is rated as a Silver 
LEED building. The facility places 
emphasis on the single stream recycling 
process (reusable totes, pallets and carts) 
including daylight harvesting. The tour for 
the board took them through the robotics 
in the pharmacy area, centralized supply 
chain, accounts payable and 
transportation; collaboration rooms and 
employee fitness center. 

USDC is excited that the Intermountain 
Healthcare supply chain center will be 
hosting our Associate members in their 
Midvale facilities in August. Daniela had 
hinted that it will be a fully packed event 
with some procurement executives from 
Intermountain Healthcare. There will also 
be several buyers from the organization 
to welcome USDC’s members.  

This Midvale facility is the home of the 
entire supply chain organization - from 
Centralized Warehouse System to Fleet , 
Accounts Payable to Pharmacy Services, 
from Courier Services to Publishing.  

The supply chain facility conforms to 
Intermountain Healthcare’s key 
operational goals of quality care and 

efficiency. Its hospitals ensure clinical 

quality and lower costs — whether 
through its clinical programs or the way it 
can improve the treatment of certain 

chronic diseases, all part of its program to 
contribute in essential ways to the sharing 
of best medical practices, and raising the 
standards of clinical excellence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be no meeting in July. Our next 
member meeting will  be in August. 

August 15th:  Intermountain 
Healthcare 

Time: 11:30AM-1:30PM 

Intermountain Healthcare Supply Chain 
Center, 7302 Bingham Junction Blvd, 

Midvale, UT.  

  

Intermountain Healthcare has 22 hospitals, 
a Medical Group with more than 185 
physician clinics, an affiliated health 
insurance company SelectHealth and 33,000 
employees. 

 
 

 

 
 

USDC assists its associate 
members to network  with 
buyers from government  
agencies and large 
companies in Utah. 

http://intermountainhealthcarecareers.com/better-efficiency-cost-savings-more-jobs-10002313/kam-c-gardner-supply-chain-center
http://intermountainhealthcare.org/services/medicalgroup
http://intermountainhealthcare.org/about/overview/Pages/facts.aspx
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